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1. Welcome to Madeira
Welcome to your ultimate guide to Madeira, the pearl of the Atlantic! 

If you're reading this, you're about to embark on an unforgettable journey to one of Europe's 
most stunning island destinations. 

This guide is packed with everything you need to know for your first visit to Madeira, from 
breathtaking landscapes to mouthwatering cuisine.

Our TrueMadeira logo captures the essence of 
what awaits you - lush green landscapes, 
vibrant flora like the iconic Bird of Paradise 
flower, pristine beaches, and majestic 
mountains all encompassed in a warm, inviting 
circular design. 

This is just a taste of the natural beauty and diverse experiences Madeira has to offer.
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2. Getting to Know the Island
Madeira is a Portuguese archipelago located in the North Atlantic Ocean, about 1,000 km 
southwest of Portugal and 400 km north of the Canary Islands. The main island, also called 
Madeira, is where most visitors spend their time.

1. Traditional Architecture: Notice the charming white houses with red tile roofs, a 
hallmark of Madeiran architecture. These homes, often surrounded by lush greenery, 
offer a picturesque glimpse into local life.

2. Terraced Landscapes: The stepped hillsides you see are not just beautiful - they're a 
testament to Madeira's agricultural ingenuity. These terraces, known locally as "poios," 
allow farming on steep terrain and are crucial for the island's wine production.

3. Local Produce: Madeira's fertile soil and pleasant climate result in an abundance of 
fresh produce. The image shows a variety of colorful fruits, reflecting the island's 
agricultural richness.

4. Mountain Views: The dramatic peaks and deep valleys showcase Madeira's volcanic 
origins and provide a playground for hikers and nature enthusiasts.

5. Coastal Scenery: With its rugged cliffs and azure waters, Madeira's coastline is a sight 
to behold, offering numerous viewpoints and beach spots.
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Quick Facts:

● Capital city: Funchal
● Population: Approximately 250,000
● Language: Portuguese (but English is widely spoken in tourist areas)
● Currency: Euro (€)

Madeira is known for its:

● Lush landscapes and dramatic cliffs
● Mild climate year-round
● Rich history and culture
● World-famous Madeira wine
● Vibrant festivals and events
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3. When to Visit
Madeira enjoys a mild climate throughout the year, making it a perfect destination any time you 
choose to visit. However, each season has its unique charm:

● Spring (March to May): Mild temperatures and blooming flowers make this a beautiful 
time to visit. The Flower Festival in April/May is a highlight.

● Summer (June to August): Warmest months with plenty of sunshine, perfect for beach 
activities and outdoor adventures.

● Autumn (September to November): Pleasant temperatures and fewer crowds. The Wine 
Festival in September is a must-see event.

● Winter (December to February): Mild but can be rainy. The spectacular New Year's Eve 
fireworks in Funchal attract visitors from around the world.

This stunning sunset view perfectly 
illustrates why Madeira is a year-round 
destination. The golden light illuminating 
the calm ocean and silhouetted cliffs is a 
sight you can enjoy in any season. 

Some of the best spots to watch the sunset include:

1. Ponta do Sol: Known as the sunniest place in Madeira, it offers spectacular sunset 
views.

2. Cabo Girão Skywalk: Watch the sun sink into the Atlantic from one of Europe's highest 
cliff skywalk.

3. Pico do Arieiro: For a unique experience, watch the sunset above the clouds from 
Madeira's third-highest peak.
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4. Planning Your Trip

This detailed map of Madeira is an excellent resource for planning your trip. Let's break down 
some key areas and attractions:

1. Funchal: The capital city, located on the southern coast, is a must-visit. Don't miss the 
historic Old Town, the famous Mercado dos Lavradores (Farmers' Market), and a ride on 
the Monte Cable Car.

2. Porto Moniz: In the northwest, famous for its natural volcanic pools. A perfect spot for a 
refreshing swim with a dramatic backdrop.

3. Santana: On the northern coast, known for its traditional triangular houses. The Madeira 
Theme Park here offers insights into local history and culture.

4. Ponta de São Lourenço: The easternmost point of Madeira, offering spectacular hiking 
trails and views.

5. Cabo Girão: Home to the famous skywalk, providing breathtaking views of the southern 
coast.

Getting There: Madeira is easily accessible by air, with direct flights from many European cities 
to Cristiano Ronaldo Madeira International Airport (FNC).

Visa Requirements: EU citizens don't need a visa. For non-EU visitors, check with the 
Portuguese embassy in your country for the latest requirements.

What to Pack:

● Comfortable walking shoes for levada walks and exploring Funchal
● Layers for changing temperatures
● Swimwear and sunscreen
● Waterproof jacket (especially if visiting in winter)
● Camera to capture the stunning views
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5. Where to Stay
Madeira offers a range of accommodation options to suit every taste and budget. Here are some 
popular areas to consider:

1. Funchal: The capital city, perfect for those who want to be close to restaurants, shops, 
and cultural attractions.

2. Calheta: Known for its man-made sandy beach and quieter atmosphere.
3. Porto Moniz: Famous for its natural swimming pools, ideal for nature lovers.
4. Santana: Home to traditional A-frame houses, great for experiencing local culture.

Tip: Consider staying in a traditional Quinta for a unique Madeiran experience. These are 
traditional manor houses, often set in beautiful gardens, that have been converted into charming 
hotels.

Check our detailed guide on where to stay to plan your accommodations more efficiently

8

https://truemadeira.com
https://truemadeira.com/where-to-stay/


Madeira: First-Time Visitor's Guide by TrueMadeira.com 

6. Must-See Attractions
1. Monte Palace Tropical Garden: A beautiful garden showcasing exotic plants from around 

the world.
2. Pico do Arieiro: The third-highest peak in Madeira, offering breathtaking views.
3. Cabo Girão Skywalk: One of the highest cliff skywalks in Europe with stunning ocean 

views.
4. São Vicente Caves: Explore the volcanic underground of Madeira.
5. Funchal Old Town: Wander through charming streets and admire the painted doors.

Check our detailed guide on the best things to do while in Madeira!

7. Outdoor Adventures
Madeira is an outdoor enthusiast's paradise. Don't miss these activities:

1. Levada Walks: Explore Madeira's unique irrigation channels and lush landscapes.
2. Dolphin and Whale Watching: Take a boat tour to spot these majestic creatures.
3. Canyoning: For the adventurous, try this thrilling water sport.
4. Surfing: Catch some waves at Porto da Cruz or Jardim do Mar.
5. Hiking: Try the challenging Pico Ruivo trek for unforgettable views.
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8. Culinary Delights

Madeiran cuisine is a treat for food lovers. The image shows traditional cooking pots (called 
"panelas") over an open fire, a method still used to prepare some traditional dishes. Must-try 
dishes include:

● Espetada: Beef skewers grilled with laurel leaves, often cooked over wood fires for a 
smoky flavor.

● Bolo do Caco: Traditional flatbread often served with garlic butter.
● Lapas: Limpets, a local seafood delicacy, often grilled and served with lemon and butter.
● Cozido à Madeirense: A hearty stew made with various meats and vegetables, 

slow-cooked in these traditional pots.
● Poncha: A traditional alcoholic drink made with rum, honey, and lemon.

Don't forget to sample the world-famous Madeira wine!
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9. Local Culture and Traditions
Immerse yourself in Madeiran culture:

● Attend a Fado performance, Portugal's soulful traditional music.
● Visit during one of the many festivals, like the Flower Festival or Atlantic Festival.
● Explore the Madeira Story Centre to learn about the island's history.
● Watch the making of traditional Madeiran embroidery.
● Visit a Quinta to learn about Madeira wine production.

11

https://truemadeira.com


Madeira: First-Time Visitor's Guide by TrueMadeira.com 

10. Practical Tips for a Smooth Visit
1. Transportation: Rent a car to explore the island, but be prepared for steep, winding 

roads. Alternatively, use the efficient bus system or book guided tours.
2. Language: Learn a few basic Portuguese phrases, though English is widely spoken in 

tourist areas.
3. Tipping: Not obligatory but appreciated. 5-10% in restaurants is common if service isn't 

included.
4. Safety: Madeira is generally very safe, but take normal precautions as you would 

anywhere.
5. Electricity: Portugal uses Type F sockets (230V, 50Hz). Bring an adapter if needed.

This is an overview list of our longer-format detailed guide on the best travel tips to Madeira, by 
a local. Check it here

We hope this guide helps you make the most of your first visit to Madeira. From its stunning 
landscapes to its rich culture and delicious cuisine, Madeira is sure to capture your heart. 

Bem-vindo a Madeira – Welcome to Madeira!
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